AIRS Mid-term Report – Sub-Theme 2 
Individual Co-Investigator/Collaborator Report

(April 1 2009 – March 31, 2012)
Deadline for submission: May 28th, 2012 - Please send to your Sub-Theme Leader(s), Theme Leader and Thérèse Antonini (AIRS Project Manager)
	1. Name of Researcher: June Countryman and Martha Gabriel
	2. Date: May 15, 2012

	3. Check which status applies to you:

[ ] Team leader or co-leader                  [ X] Co-investigator           [ ] Collaborator

	For Canadian Co-investigators or Collaborators:

How much funding, in Year 3, was awarded to you or your student(s) to support student research

[ ] None                  [$8650 ]$

	4. Sub-theme team(s) to which you belong (Check all that apply; place an “X” if the primary sub-theme and “x” if a secondary sub-theme)

[ ] 1.1 Perception and production in the development of singing

[ ] 1.2 Multimodal aspects of the development of singing

[ ] 1.3 AIRS test battery of singing skills

[ X] 2.1 Learning to sing naturally

[ X ] 2.2 Teaching singing in formal settings

[ x] 2.3 Teaching through singing

[ ] 3.1 Singing and cross-cultural understanding

[ ] 3.2 Singing and intergenerational understanding

[ ] 3.3 Singing and health

[ ] 4 AIRS Digital Library



	5. The mid-term report of June 2012 requests a summary of the roles and responsibilities and results achieved by each team member. In preparation for that report looking back over the project:

a) Please describe the role you have played in the AIRS research team to date. In this description include aspects of your research profile and areas of expertise that have contributed to the project.                                                                                                                              
· Our common interests led us to structure our AIRS research in an interdisciplinary way; we are examining the implications of understanding spontaneous singing as a significant mode of meaning-making and as an important pre-literacy development practice.  

· As qualitative researchers, with teaching responsibilities as teacher educators, our projects within AIRS focus on the intersection of theory and practice, with the intent that our research will result in tangible findings for educators.
· We are currently engaged in data collection in both elementary school playgrounds and in preschool centres.  We are working with insights from theoretical work in (a) multimodal literacies and (b) play to provide analytic strength for data interpretation.  
· MG’s work in St. Vincent and the Grenadines examined the role of singing in educational and recreational contexts. 
· JC is  conducting a case study of a children’s choir, seeking to document both the musical and interpersonal aspects of the choir experience. 

	b) Please describe any particular responsibilities you took on for the AIRS research team (e.g. supervision of student work; writing ethics review, liaising between AIRS and students) to assist reaching the goals of AIRS. (If you feel you have already provided this information for Years 1 & 2, just focus on Year 3.)                                                                                                                                                        
* JC and MG served on the organizing committee for the 1st AIRS Annual Meeting in June, 2009.

* JC and MG continue to serve on the UPEI AIRS committee. 

* The work that we have done to date has required three different University of Prince Edward Island and School Board ethics reviews. 
*We have reviewed articles written by other researchers in theme 2 who shared their work and who were looking for feedback.

* We have supervised four undergraduate students from the Department of Music , University of Prince Edward Island, in their work as our research assistants. 


	c) Please describe the results you have obtained or the nature of the information you are working toward obtaining. Please be careful to distinguish between actual and hypothesized results.  
· The multidisciplinary project (school playgrounds and preschool centres) on informal musicking is complex. We anticipate that our analysis will yield both theoretical insights and practical strategies for both literacy teaching and music teaching in formal contexts. 
· The choir case study is also in progress. It will yield insights into children’s understandings of learning in community, and of their opinions about learning to sing. It will offer insights about children’s identity work as choral singers.  It will also describe specific approaches to developing the young voice and specific choral pedagogy moves, enhanced with rehearsal video clips.

	d) Please describe the scholarly outcomes of this work, i.e., new knowledge.
We are working to contribute to the theory of multi-modal literacy. Specifically, we believe the notion of music as a performative expression is under-developed in the literature on multimodality. Further, recent cognitive science research points to the importance of rhythm and metre in developing print literacy.  We intend to make innovative contributions  using a qualitative lens to this field of study.   


	e) Please describe actual or potential contributions of audio video or text materials that you will be providing for research or pedagogical use in the AIRS digital library
· Our work in both the cross-cultural (SVG) project and the choir case study will contribute to better understanding of music as a socio-cultural practice.  One tangible contribution will be an online resource of choral warm-ups and mini-voice lessons that will be a potential pedagogical tool for new teachers. 

· JC will upload audio and video clips of clapping games, singing games, songs and chants for the AIRS Digital Library. 
· JC will also upload edited rehearsal clips from the choir case study. 
· MG will upload video clips from the cross-cultural study in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and audio clips from the preschool centres, to the AIRS Digital Library.  


	6. Please provide the names of any students who you supervised, indicating if they were supported by AIRS. Please distinguish between student research support and student travel support, as these are 2 different programs. Expand space requirements if needed. If this took place over more than 1 year, please indicate that as  2 yrs, 3 yrs. Otherwise 1 yr will be assumed. 

Please identify an undergrad student as U, master’s student as M, PhD as PhD, Post-doc as PDF, Research Associate as RA, Other as Oth

	Student name and brief project description
	Category of Student (see above) U, M, PhD, PDF, RA or Oth


	Funded by AIRS (in part or total)

	Kelly Leighton

Initial literature review of singing in formal contexts


	U
	Total

	Nicole Schieck

Initial literature review of singing to aid other learning
	U
	Total

	Kate Thompson  (2 years)
Continuation and completion of literature review; song transcriptions and video editing of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines songs.

Data collection in informal contexts: elementary school playgrounds and early years centres.

Maintenance of researcher log. 
	U
	Total

	Natalie Sullivan

Data collection in informal contexts: elementary school playgrounds and early years centres.

Data collection in children’s choir. 

Videography: collection and editing.

Assisted with interviewing parents and children.

Maintenance of researcher log.
	U
	Total 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	7. Please provide complete bibliographic information (all authors – surname and initials; year of publication; full title of the work; author of an edited volume in which the work appeared; title of the edited volume; first and last page number of your article;  location of publication,  name of publisher)  for any of the following types of dissemination arising from your work related to AIRS – we are particularly interested in work that would not have been carried out without the AIRS project,  and work that credits AIRS in some way or was presented in an AIRS’ context. Please indicate such work with a *.  Expand space as needed. 

a) Review articles published or in progress

Countryman, J. (2010). What choral singing does to us. Canadian Music Educator 51(3), 44-45.

Countryman, J. (2009). Theory and practice: Research can inform our work as choral educators. Canadian Music Educator 51 (1), 37-39.

Countryman, J. & Stewart Rose, L. (2009). Instructional Strategies that Challenge Dominant Pedagogy.  Canadian Music Educator 50 (3), 40-42.

Countryman, J. (2009). Staying fresh: Using new choral resources to promote reflective practice. Canadian Music Educator 51(1), 37-39.
Countryman, J. (2008). Choosing choral repertoire. Canadian Music Educator 49(4), 40-41.
Countryman, J. (2008). Canons for choirs. Canadian Music Educator 49(3), 44-45.
b) Workshops presented, or accepted for presentation

November, 2012. JC: presenting four teacher workshops on aspects of singing voice, vocal improv and choral singing for the Alberta Choral Society in Edmonton, AB

June, 2012: JC.  co-teaching a 2.5 day intensive institute on the Kodaly approach to K-6 music teaching, with major emphasis on voice development and choral singing. NL Dept. of Education, St John’s NL.

May 2011: JC. Guest conductor for the Music Monday concert in Charlottetown, featuring 400 children from 11 Eastern Board elementary schools in a public celebration of music education.
October, 2010. JC: Nova Scotia Music Educators’ Association PD conference in Dartmouth, NS: presented a Senior Choral Music Repertoire Workshop.
October, 2010. JC: PEI Music Educators’ professional development day: presented two workshops: elementary choral music session; a session on developing student musical independence in upper elementary music classrooms, and facilitated a teacher-sharing session on teaching Kindergarten music classes.
September, 2010. JC: Nova Scotia Kodaly Society in Halifax. Presented two workshops: improvisation and world musics and elementary choral music.

August, 2010. JC: Summer professional development workshop series, Music Plus, Kitchener ON: presented workshop on music teaching and learning ideas for upper elementary grades
May, 2010. JC: Guest conductor for Music Monday Celebration with 150 children from Eliot River, Central Queens and Westwood Schools.
April, 2010. AIRS Planning Committee presented AIRS project overview to members of the scholarly research community in PEI.  Centre for Education Research Forum, University of Prince Edward Island,  Faculty of Education, Charlottetown, PE.

April, 2010. JC: PEI Music Educators’ professional development day. Workshop on teaching music in Kindergarten.

October, 2009. JC: NSMEA Fall professional development conference in Wolfville, NS: presented a choral workshop for music teachers 

May, 2009. JC: Guest conductor for the Music Monday concert at the Confederation Centre amphitheatre, featuring 300 children from 10 Eastern Board elementary schools in a public celebration of music education
a) Recordings (CD, DVD)              

b) Oral Presentations or Poster Presentations (please distinguish)

* Countryman, J. (2012, May). Informal musicking on Canadian school playgrounds. Oral paper presentation at the Tunes and Their Transmissions: Making and Sharing Music in the Maritimes Symposium, Mount Allison University, Sackville NB.  
* Gabriel, M., & Countryman, J. (2011, July 22). Informal music from a Caribbean Island: Sharing the songs. Oral paper presentation to AIRS 3rd Regional Workshop, Charlottetown, PE.
* Gabriel, M. & Countryman, J. (2011, July). Singing and children’s music making in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Oral paper presentation at the Phenomenon of Singing International Symposium VIII, St. John’s, NL.    
* Gabriel, M. (2010, August 12). Singing: Exploring roots and literacies. Oral presentation at A Vocal Mosaic of AIRS: 2nd Regional Workshop, University of Prince Edward Island, Charlottetown, PE.
 * Gabriel, M. (2009, June). Singing our way into understanding. Poster presentation at AIRS 1st Annual Meeting, University of Prince Edward Island, Charlottetown, PE.
c) Symposia organized (and presented)

d) Proceedings papers published or in press

e) Articles published, in press, or accepted for publication

f) Book chapters published or in press, or submitted (please distinguish)

g) Books or monographs published, or in press, or for which you have received a contract

h) Edited volumes of a journal published or in press (Edited books would go in the able category)

i) Choirs or singing groups created, or concerts of special interest organized (and recorded)

j) Choir or music festivals or related festivals organized having an AIRS component

k) Singing games created  
l) Other category not mentioned above: Articles submitted for publication
* Gabriel, M. & Countryman, J. (2011). Singing and literacy: An initial investigation in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Manuscript submitted for publication.
Other category not mentioned above: Weaving music into Education courses.

* Gabriel, M. (Winter term in 2010, 2011, 2012). ED 435: Language Arts in the Middle Years Bachelor of Education students learned the power of music in the literacy classroom. They were required to develop components of their Language Arts unit assignment which wove music into their curriculum work in the classroom.
Other category not mentioned above: CBC Radio Interview

* On May 14, JC was interviewed for the local CBC morning radio show. She described for listeners how the research projects currently being conducted by JC and MG are exploring children’s informal music making, and the potential connections with multiple literacies. 
This interview has been sent to all CBC radio stations in Canada.



	8. Theses: Please indicate whether there were any student theses under your supervision in progress of obtaining an Undergraduate, Master’s or Doctoral level with a topic directed toward one or more of the goals of AIRS.

N/A
Level:

Name:

Department:

University:

Title:

Date:

Level:

Name:

Department:

University:

Title:

Date:

Level:

Name:

Department:

University:

Title:

Date:

	9. Please describe any unique training experiences offered your students as a result of the AIRS project (e.g., opportunities to interact with  international colleagues; attend stimulating annual meetings  or interchanges via videoconference or live;  introduced to new research interests; new collaborative opportunities; learn new skills ; access new technologies;  work on projects having far-ranging application; opportunity to apply learning to new settings; presentation opportunities, access to unique populations, opportunity to meet other students with shared interests, interdisciplinary opportunity,  publishing opportunity, musical performance opportunity,  etc.)
· 12 students in MUS353 have experienced two non-participant observation sessions of children on school playgrounds.
· Bachelor of Education students in ED 435 have learned how to integrate singing and music into their teaching in the language arts classroom. 
We have  provided our current Student Research Assistants with experiences in:

· Field work /data collection at both preschools and public schools

· Transcribing and editing audio and video data

· Assisting with participant interviews (case study)
· Assisting with videoing and interviewing public school students 

· Assisting with initial coding of some data sets

· Assisting with preparation of conference presentations




	10. Summary of selected deliverables

Deliverables: Total for mid-term (3.5 years) produced to date

Review Articles

Workshops

Recordings

Presentations

Symposia

Proceedings Papers

Articles published

Book Chapters

Books or Monographs

Edited Volumes

Games

Other*

Actual

6
12
0
5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3



*For Other  please identify below
1) Manuscript submitted for publication.

2) Bachelor of Education students implementing music in their language arts curriculum (unit assignments).
3) CBC Radio Interview describing our AIRS research projects. 
Please e-mail the completed form  by May  28th to: 

Ms. Thérèse Antonini , AIRS Project Manager (tantonini@upei.ca)

Dr. Laurel Trainor, AIRS Sub-theme 1.1 Co-leader – Perception & Production Inter-Relations - (ljt@mcmaster.ca)

Dr. Christine Tsang, AIRS Sub-theme 1.1 Co-leader – Perception & Production Inter-Relations - (ctsang33@huron.uwo.ca)

Dr. Frank Russo, AIRS Sub-theme 1.2 Co-leader and Theme 1 Leader – Multimodal AV - (russo@psych.ryerson.ca)

Dr. Sandra Trehub, AIRS Sub-theme 1.2 Co-leader – Multimodal AV - (Sandra.trehub@utoronto.ca)

Dr. Annabel Cohen, Project Director and AIRS Sub-theme 1.3 Leader – AIRS Test Battery Study - (airscohen@upei.ca)

Dr. Patricia Campbell, AIRS Sub-theme 2.1 Leader and Theme 2 Leader – Learning to Sing Naturally - (pcamp@uw.edu)

Dr. Darryl Edwards, AIRS Sub-theme 2.2 Leader – Teaching Singing in a Formal Setting - (darryl.edwards@utoronto.ca)

Dr. Andrea Rose, AIRS Sub-theme 2.3 Co-leader – Teaching through Singing - (arose@mun.ca)

Dr. Jennifer Sullivan, AIRS Sub-theme 2.3 Co-leader – Teaching through Singing - (jfsulliv@stfx.ca)

Dr. Mary Gick, AIRS Theme 3 Leader- Singing and Well-Being - (mgick@connect.carleton.ca)

Dr. Godfrey Baldacchino, AIRS Sub-theme 3.1 Co-leader – Cross-Cultural Understanding (gbaldacchino@upei.ca)

Dr. Lily Chen-Hafteck, AIRS Sub-theme 3.1 Co-leader – Cross-Cultural Understanding - (lhafteck@kean.edu)

Dr. Rachel Heydon, AIRS Sub-theme 3.2 Leader – Intergenerational Understanding - (rheydon@uwo.ca)

Dr. Jennifer Nicol, AIRS Sub-theme 3.3 Leader – Singing and Health Benefits - (jaj.nicol@usask.ca)

